Can Gatsby really be considered “great”.  Argue whether or not you think Gatsby is a heroic character.
In my opinion Gatsby is not a heroic character.  Many critics see Gatsby as heroic in the traditional literary sense, in that he is an individual who is committed to his dream, which turns out to be fatal. Whilst I agree that in some respects he is admirable and may be considered “great”, I don’t feel his character is particularly courageous, nor does he help those around him; his success is purely for selfish reasons.  I believe a hero is someone who helps those less fortunate than themselves.  For example, someone like Mother Theresa, who put all her energy and skill into helping those less fortunate than herself, is someone whom we can look up to and admire.  It could be argued that Gatsby is heroic, because he does succeed despite his deprived background; he is a self made man. The idea of the “self made” man has always being popular in American culture, as someone who has risen from nothing to be hugely successful and influential in society.  This is particularly relevant in modern society because nowadays people place a lot of value on achieving material success and many “heroes” in our society are considered great because they have risen from nothing to become successful. Famous people like Alan Sugar are individuals who have risen from humble backgrounds to become extremely wealthy and successful.  The fact that individuals like Alan Sugar are so revered shows how materialistic our society has become. However, I personally don’t feel that money makes someone heroic and in Gatsby’s case, whilst his early intentions might have been honourable, he ultimately resorts to criminal means to amass his wealth – a distinctly “un-heroic” course of action. Another important consideration here is the role of the narrator Nick; it is through him that the reader’s opinion of Gatsby is shaped.  It is him that considers Gatsby as “great”.  Nick blames those around Gatsby as being responsible for corrupting him and his dream; “it is what preyed on Gatsby, what floated in the wake of his dreams”. The critic Tony Tanner wrote “we are aware of a strong tendency on Nick’s part to identify with Gatsby as well as to make him a hero.” Therefore, has Nick shaped has portrayal of Gatsby in order that we ignore his faults and concentrate on his gallant qualities?
TO DO:

First Section – Jamie Lee – what make Gatsby undeserving of the title “hero”?

Second Section – Catherine – How can he be considered “great”

Third Section  - Annie – What role does Nick play in shaping our opinion of Gatsby

Conclusion – EM

Please email to emckay495@c2kni.net so I can collate your work in a master copy and then I will do a conclusion.

Thanks & Good Luck!
