The Wife of Bath – General Prologue
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A good WIF 
was ther OF biside BATHE, 

The was a good wife from ________,

But she was somdel deef, and that was scathe. 

But she was a bit _______ and that was a pity,

Of clooth makyng she hadde swich an haunt, 
She was an excellent ____________
She passed hem of Ypres and of Gaunt. 
She was the equal of _____________ in the renowned textile cities of Ypres and Gwent (European cities)
In al the parisshe wif ne was ther noon 

She was highly respected in her ____________
That to the offrynge bifore hire sholde goon;
Nobody dared go before her at the offering

And if ther dide, certeyn so wrooth was she 

If someone did, then she would be very _____________
That she was out of alle charitee. 

Hir coverchiefs ful fyne weren of ground. 
Her headwear was of the ____________cloth

I dorste swere they weyeden ten pound 

They _____________ ten pound

That on a Sonday weren upon hir heed. 
She wore these on a ________________.

Hir hosen weren of fyn scarlet reed
,
Her tights were ______________
Ful streite yteyd, and shoes ful moyste and newe. 
Her ______________were moist and new

Boold was hir face, and fair, and reed of hewe. 

She had a handsome face, and had a ____________complexion.
She was a worthy womman al hir lyve. 
She was a __________________ woman all her days.

Housbondes at chirche dore she hadde fyve
, 
She was married __________times.

Withouten oother compaignye in youthe
—
She had many other ____________ when she was young

But therof nedeth nat to speke as nowthe. 
But we will not speak of that just yet.

And thries hadde she been at Jerusalem.
She has been to ______________ three times 

She hadde passed many a straunge strem. 
And has passed many a foreign river

At Rome she hadde been, and at Boloigne
She has also been to ___________ and Bologna, 

In Galice at Seint-Jame, and at Coloigne
Santiago de Compostela and Cologne
She koude muchel of wandrynge by the weye. 

She knew much about travelling

Gat-tothed was she, soothly for to seye. 
She had a __________ in her teeth

Upon an amblere esily she sat, 
She sat easily upon a _______________.
Ywympled wel, and on hir heed an hat 
She wore a headdress and hat

As brood as is a bokeler or a targe, 
Which was as wide as an archery target

A foot-mantel aboute hir hipes large, 
She wore a riding skirt

And on hir feet a paire of spores sharpe. 
And on her feet were a pair of sharp spurs

In felaweshipe wel koude she laughe and carpe
. 
She enjoyed the company of others and liked to _________ and ________
Of remedies of love she knew per chaunce, 
She knew many remedies for _______________
For she koude of that art the olde daunce.

She knew all there was to know about love.
Questions:
1. How would you describe her appearance?

2. How many times has she been married?

3. What do you learn of her personality? Use quotes to support your answer.

4. What might the way she dresses reveal about her personality?
5. Where has she travelled to? Do you think this is because of religious devotion or the opportunity to socialise with other people?

6. “She koude muchel of wandrynge by the weye. “ This line is considered to be a sexual innuendo (fabliaux). Consider what it might be actually implying about her personality.

�A business woman.  She made her money from sewing.


�A high respected, but domineering woman.  People were most likely scared of her!


�She had a fiery personality – quick to loose her temper.


�Suggests that she was comfortably off.  She expresses her status in her fine clothing.


�A subtle reference to her sexuality.  Also, red was an expensive dye, so only quite wealthy people would have red clothes.


�She is a handsome woman, with a florid complexion – in the Middle Ages people thought that your complexion was linked to your birth sign (and your personality).


�Marriage is a central theme in the book.  The wife considers herself to be an expert on marriage. 


�This implies that she was promiscuous when she was younger.


�She did travel widely on pilgrimages. She clearly had the money to do so. She was obviously religious but would go on pilgrimages to meet new people.


This lines implies though that she also strayed while married.


�She is a lively and outgoing character – loves the company of others. (Gregarious)


�Considers herself an expert on love and marriage.





