Magherafelt High School English Department 2009

A Parent’s Guide to English in Years 8 – 10 (KS3)
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· The majority of their class work and homework is completed in work (or exercise) books. Occasionally they will do certain tasks on worksheets.
Coursework Folder:
· In Years 8-10 all students will complete core pieces of work, known as coursework. These reflect the four key elements of English: talking and listening, reading and writing. Often these pieces will have been redrafted in class or for homework and final copies are stored in a coursework folder, held in class. These will be available for you to see on Parents’ Evenings and will be sent home with pupils at the end of Year 10.
E Folder:
· We encourage students to use ICT were possible, for example, to enhance presentation of work, research areas of interest or producing PowerPoint to presentations. Students are encouraged to store core pieces of work in their personal English folders on the school system.
What exactly will my child study?

Students will cover at least three units of work in each year:
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10

	Myself – Autobiographical writing.

Novel: Kensuke’s Kingdom

Introduction to poetry
	Writing and giving effective speeches

Introduction to media studies

Novel: Holes

Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet
	Novel: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas or Goodnight Mr Tom

Preparing for KS3: Analysing Writers’ Craft

Preparing for KS3: Analysing Persuasive Language
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How is English assessed at KS3?
It is important to be able to see that your child is progressing according to their ability. The following indicators help us assess your child’s progress in English:

· All year 8 pupils sit a reading test in the first few weeks at school. This helps us assess their reading age. If specific problems are identified with reading, then appropriate support is provided.
· Homework is set on a weekly basis to reinforce learning in class. This may take the form of reading, spelling, research or a written task. Again, the student planner is an invaluable insight into the type of homework your child is being set.
· Teachers regularly assess class work and homework to track progression. Core assessment pieces (also known as summative assessment) are given a level ranging from 3 – 7. These are based on the Statutory Levels of Attainment for KS3.  
· All other homework or class work (known as formative assessment) is given a grade for content and presentation.
· Students receive reports in the Christmas and Summer Terms. The Summer Report provides a more detailed insight into your child’s progression throughout the year and is largely based on Exam performance.
· Students sit a formal English exam in the summer term, and this, along with their performance in class, and their core coursework pieces, combine to give them a final percentage or grade, which is reported in the summer report. 
· Student in Year 10 sit the English Key Stage test, set by the external exam board CCEA, which are useful indicator of how they have progressed in their first three years at secondary school before progressing to GCSE.
	What does each grade mean?

	Content
	Presentation

	A  - Excellent/Very Good

B – Good

C- Satisfactory

D – Sometimes Satisfactory

E – Poor

U - Unacceptable


	1 – Very well presented

2 – Neat

3 – Average

4 – Untidy – must improve

5 – Very untidy - REPEAT





Evaluation

The point of assessment is to identify strengths and weaknesses and show students how they can improve. Evaluation of their work is at the core of this – helping them to identify the extent to which they have met their target Levels of Attainment.
Teachers will discuss Levels of Attainment with your child, and help them set realistic targets for achievement based on their ability level. These targets will soon be available to view on this website. Students are encouraged to both self evaluate and evaluate the performance of their peers. 
This self reflection is recorded in log sheets, held in class, and students are asked to set themselves targets for continued improvement. Again, parents’ evenings are a useful opportunity for teachers to discuss these targets with parents. At the end of the year, students evaluate their performance in examination and class and set themselves targets for improvement in the following year.
Useful websites to support learning:

www.cool-reads.co.uk

www.poeticexpressions.co.uk
www.rsc.org.uk

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize
www.ccea.org.uk
www.nicurriculum.org.uk
www.magherafelthigh.org.uk



What is the focus of the English curriculum at KS3?





In English, students study four key elements; talking and listening, reading and writing.  They cover a range of different text types, such as novels, poetry, media texts, like newspapers, and play scripts, as well as learning about the English language and how it works.  Not only will this prepare them for studying English at GCSE and beyond, but will also equip them with the necessary communication skills to help them become effective contributors to society, the environment and the economy.











How can I help with my child’s homework?





We would encourage parents to assist in the following ways:





Talking & Listening - encourage your child to express their views, as well as seek the views and opinions of others. Talking to your child about their experiences, both inside and outside school is a fantastic way to develop their communication skills.


Reading – encourage your child to read as widely as possible. Novels, newspapers, plays, poems, web sites – any age related print based material will do! Students can borrow books from the school library; your local library is another excellent resource.


Writing - discuss the format and content of written work with your child. You might be able to suggest improvements. Check spelling using either a spellchecker or dictionary. 


Encourage them to use a thesaurus to broaden their vocabulary.


Encourage them to keep a list of words that they have difficulty spelling. Revise over these on a regular basis.


Encourage good presentation of homework – titles on work, margins ruled in red, using blue or black ink for writing and pencil for drawing.


Make use of the computer for presentation and research. There are many excellent resources on the web to help your child, a few are mentioned below.


Please check that your child is using the Student Planners effectively to record home works and organise their workload.








